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Good day, Chairperson Jimenez, Vice Chairperson Lampitt and members of the Assembly
Human Services Committee. On behalf of ABCD, | would like to thank you for the opportunity to
publicly thank the primary sponsors, Assemblywomen Quijano and Chaparro and Assemblyman
Giblin, and to express our support of A1693 which creates a voluntary resume bank for
individuals with a disability who wish to be appointed to a state board or commission.

New Jersey has well over a hundred state boards and commissions, yet many may not include
people with disabilities. Many people with disabilities may incorrectly believe that one must
have a certain expertise to be involved when in fact, in many instances, all that is needed is
interest in the group’s focus and in public service. The existence of the talent bank would
encourage people with disabilities to consider volunteering for not just disability specific groups,
but to be part of decision making in all areas to better represent not only the disability
community but the community at large.

Thank you.
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