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Empowering People: Providers Shaping Policies

IDD Service and Supports’ “Bounce Back” Lags Behind NJ Economy
ARP Funds Needed

Contact your Legislators

e Day programs are currently operating at only 62% of pre-pandemic levels, primarily
because they do not have enough staff. 2 Further complicating the issue is that there is
still considerable hesitancy on the part of caregivers to return their adult children to
these programs.

e Group homes are seeing 21% of individuals remaining in their home instead of attending
day programs during the day. This is primarily due to staffing shortages.3

e Residential providers, due to not having enough staff to cover shifts, are often paying
greatly increased overtime costs. The fact that so many individuals are remaining at the
home during the day is exacerbating this issue.

The Administration, DHS and DDD have taken extraordinary measures during the pandemic to
preserve our workforce and programs. Reversing course now could undue all the progress that
their efforts helped to achieve.

Help secure use of NJ’'s American Rescue Plan funding for needed resources in DDD Day and
Residential Programs.

Please contact your state legislators and ask them to please support the use of ARP funding for
DDD Day and Residential Programs. Help us get people back into the community and prevent
the possible erosion of services for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Find email, phone, and address for your legislators at https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/legislative-
roster

April 4, 2022
1 CNN Business/Moodies Back-To-Normal Index on April 1, 2022, for New Jersey is 93%
2 Based on an analysis of 39 ABCD day programs for March of 2022, compared to March 2019.
3 Based on an analysis of 339 ABCD groups homes for March of 2022.
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